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Therivals

Ashdown Peacemaker 50

£1,349
Crange Retro 50 £1,393
Cornford MKS0 head

£1,609
Cornford's MK50 is one
of the Flexi's few real
competitors, with a preat
snuind, excellent build
quality and it's probably
the closest in terms of
features. Orange’s hand-
built Retro nails the
vintagc Brit sound better
than almost anything — if
your favourite colour is
orange then it's a must to
audition. Ashdown's
Peacemaker has looks,
tone, features and sound
to die for — it's a serious
boutique amp on a par
with the world's best
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THD Flexi-30 head -

Hot glass with lots of class: THD’s Flexi-50 head makes its world debut here
in Guitarist. Is it really as good as everyone’s saying it is? by Nick Gup;

B HD's award-winning UniValve was
5 our amp of the year back in 2001,
B and alongside the Bivalve-30 it

continues to enjoy massive popularity,

even having its own unofficial fan club
that can be found at www.univalve.net.

Following on from Class A sjngle endecl

Marﬁhall has returﬂed to Gla.as AB
push-pull for the eagerly anticipated
Flexi-50, which made its world debut at
Musie Live back in November. Guitarist
was there, and we're the world's first
magazine to take an in-depth look at it.

Occupying the same hard-as-nails
precision folded steel chassis as its
Class A cousins, the Flexi-50 is a single
channel head delivering a conservative
50 watts from a pair of EL34 valves and
packed with features that promise
considerable versatility.

As you'd cxpceet, the Flexi's
component count 1s much higher. The
densely populated main audio board
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occupies most of the chassis space,
with three smaller boarde for the power
supply, transformer-coupled ling oul
and rear panel bias controls. THD's
printed circuit board quality simply has
no equal: these I'CDs are all through-
plated, the fibreglass/epoxy base 1s 1.5
times thicker than yvou'll find on most
guitar amps and copper tracls are four
to-eight times thicker, which has a
positive impact on sound and reliability.
All front and rear panel components are
chassis mourtked, ncluding the valve
bases; consequently the wiring is
intensive yet neatly ronted and tied
back around the hi-fi style internal
shielding batiles.

THI)'s front panels are traditionally
an area wherc artistry and functionality
meet. The Flexi-50's is gold plexiglas,
paving a subtle homage to one of its
inspirations. “One of my objectives with
Lhis arnp was Lo creale an idealised
‘Plexd’ tone,” Andy explains, "not just a
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simple clone of that vintage British
gound, but something which embodied
iy ideal version of it. The gold panel
was one of those ‘why not?" moments.”
The control layout is straightforward.
with a fow typical ‘boutique’ twists.
Next to the single input jack there’s
a volume knob followed by treble, mid-
range and bass, after this come boost
level and Lone conlrols, then master
volume and ‘cut’ —an overall brightness
control sirailar to that found on Vox
AC30 Tup Boost models. Delow the
rotary controls are four small rocker
switches: one below the input jack
switches sensitivity from low to high
and there's a bright switch underneail
the treble knob; the third switch
toggles the gain boost and the fourth
bypasses the masler voluine, Next t
the mains and standby switches yet
another rocker lets yvon reduce outpus
power to around 20 watts by lowering
the output valves' plate voltage.




'I'he rear panel packs a lot of feabarss
too. There's a series effects loop and &
vari-level balaneced line out that c=n o=
switched from line to instrurne:s
levels, allowing vou to slave the Fl=x2®
power amps or use it to drive anothes
puitar sunp’s inputl, Another smatt
rocker links the front panel senstiess
switch with the gain boost functior
Next Lo Wus is thie Flexi's bias panes
with separate test points and recesses
adjusters for hoth ontput valves,
elimimating the need to usc matchsZ
pairs. There are two jacks for the
Flexi's verv substantial footswitct
which controls gain boost and mastes
volume defeat. The foolswilch =
included, as is a deluxe Planet Was=s
dual-mono instrument lead, thouss
any nstruinent ur speaker lead w8
work. “No audio passes through the
cable, and the voltages are compating
with any decent MIDI controlles 5
allows external relay switchang
comments Andy. “The Flexo-50's peiass
are ultra fast and you won't hear =g

chicks or pops.”

SOUNDS: The Flexi's un-boostes
character is more Ammericas: es
British: lower settings delrrer mes
sparkling three-dimensionzl Tomes TS
move sinoothly into cranked Dhelams

and Bassman territory as thes vomss
control is edged past halfway Fisess
who enjoy great clean sound= sk S

a huge sonic playground hers The
Flexi is very touch sensitms ==

stacks of hcadroom and that s
THD bell-like chiming quaiis ===s
frequentlv fools people inta SseStEsE

a phantom chorus pedal - s 258
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= Exquisite tone, good looks and
ss==y f=atures, plus street cred. Also, it's

mda'u:l built to last a lifetime
= " The case isn't best suited to
'-m

FEmareanly transparent, reproducing
swes mmnice O Lhe guitar with alinost
ey clarity.

T tonal transparency extends to
= wmay the Flex interacts with
ismealers: as many 1'HD owners

= a2 Teady discovered, different
=== can make a profound impact
o e way these amps sound and
smend  If vou want to hear the

= — -

Shem-o0 &t its best, then THD's ported
st which uses two dissimilar
s=wm-made chemically aged drivers

= _'_":""-'th the hest choice, albeit

B sRsensive une. For our test, we

g u=ed a 2 x 12 open-back cabmet

e - —

S __pripstlnn'“.rmtcubt 30s,

s did a good job of balancing the
Smamue mud-range, subtle hughs and
Emeath hass response.

e Flexi's tone controls arc
eswmmnely powerful, vet always

See=sral T'ht? treble and bass network
saiar to the UniValve or BiValve-

B seckons Andy. "The idd-range is
s hing quite unique that took over
g ear to perfect. It's a special filter
Enmatennienll nol nurinally used o
Samar amps that gives very precise
ol and makes a dramatic

!

THD FLEXI-50 HEﬁtD £1,499

MPS % INTERACTIVE

- ."11, -N

STINDEY . POWER

The tone is simply breathtaking and for evoking
the likes of Kossoff, SRV, Rory Gallagher or
Hendrix, it's probably close as you'll get

without reincarnation

BOOST

difference depending on how it's set In
relation to the other two controls.”

Hitting the boost changes the I'lexi’s
character lor an equally wide palette of
vintage Bnt-inspired overdrive sounds.
The transition can bc madc morc
distinet by using the rear panel-linked
sensitivity function, automatically
switching the input from low to high
sensitivity as the boost is engaged.
Because the Flexiisn't a dual channel
amplifier, players looking to switch
[ruin very clean rhythim to the highest
gain lead sounds mayv have to
compromise a little, but the boost
range will suit most needs. The tone is
simply breathtaking and [or evoking
the likes of Kossoff, SRV, Rory

MASTER

O

APRIL 2004 Guitarist 149

¥
s —

e
s A




T

il ——  P———

| ————
rimmyye= @5

THD FLEXI-50 HEAD £1.499
: & INTERACTIVE

PRICE: £1,400
ORIGIN: Seattle, USA
TYPL: All-valve class AD
head with solid-state
rectficalivn g

OUTPUT: Muininial

ol RMS

VALVES: Two
ECCEI 1 2AXT, one
ECCEL/12AT/ preamp
twa EL34 power amp
DIMENSIONS: 205 (h)
% 390 (w) x 230mm (d)
WEIGHT: (ke/lb): 15/33
CABINET: Powdercoated
steal

CHANNELS: Cne
FOOTSWITCH: Toggles
boost function and master
volume defeat (included)
CONTROLS: Volume,
bians, mud, treble, boost
licvel, boost tone, cut,
master volume
ADDITIONAL
FEATURES: Swilil ialile
i Ul sernsilivily whilch carn
be finked o boost
function, bright switch,
master volume deteat
switch, hivlo power
swilching, dual
ioudspeaker outlets
switchable from two o 16
ohm, seres effects loop,
transtormer coupled vari
level line out switchable
trom hine io mstrument
level. Dual rear panel hias
permits e of mnst
ropular output valves,
matched or unmatched -
eg: EL34, 6L6, KT88,
6500, 5881, 6VE (low
power moda only) ar
ELS4 (depending on
Yellowjacket adaptor
lhese can be used in
either Class A ui luw
puwet Class AB)
OPTIONS: THD special
design ported 2 x 17
cabinet£725

RANGE OPTIONS: A
range of head cabinets
mare suited to live use is
coming soon, THD's other
products include the
Yallowjacket ELE4 class
A adagtors for most
S50/100 watt circuits, and
the famous Hotplate —
argiahly the wrrld's nnly
franuency-rompencatad
innsreaker allenuator
Synergy Distribution
01827 313134
www.synergydistribution.
co.uk
www.thdclectronics.com
www. univalve.nest
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- Gallagher or Hendrix its probably as

close as you'll get without
reincarnation. The Flexi doesn'™t need a
ton of distortion Lo sound cranked up
and those luscious lead sounds can be
timed fo perfection with the dedirated
boost tone control, while the
switchable mmaster volume allows Lhe
same sound at two levels if preferred.
The wide bias range means vou can
cuslormise yvour Lone with different
output valves, even using mixed types
al the same time, We tried many
variations but kept coming back to Lthe
El=4s supplied with the amp as having
hy far the best averall sound, although

Hot stuff; the Flexi-50
louks all sel L juin e
world's elite amplifiers
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DESIGNED BY ANDY MABSHALL

TEER s P

being able to use 6V6s to pull down the
volume level was very useful —the
Flexi can be seriously loud if vou like it
that way. Il you're unlamiliae with
biasing, fear not: all you need is a multi-
meter and a small serewdriver.
Following the simple instructions on
the rear panel, the whole operation
takes less than 30 seeonds Lo eomplete

Verdict

It’s not often a new amp generates such
a worldwide wave of interest. THD's
lalest crealion has a lot to live up to but
more than meets our expectations.
There's a lot of hand-wiring, which
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means it isn't cheap, but at the price
there’s little, if anything, in the way of
competition. Aimed at serious players
luoking for a wide range of classic
sounds, we think the Flexi-50 is set to
become one of the all-time ‘holy grail’
guitar amps. Like most of us, vou've
probably spent years looking for the
nitimate tone — invariahly with regrots
about selling something years ago that
had the sound’. Try the Flexi-50 and
vou'll never look back again. [H

THD Flexi 50 Head
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